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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 33, 34, 37-41, 43, 44 and 53-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Iwata (US 6,600,658). 

Regarding claim 33, Iwata discloses an enclosure (see figure 1 ) for an electronic 
device, the enclosure comprising: an interior surface and an outside surface of the 
enclosure (see figure 1), the interior surface (see figure 1) enclosing the electronic 
device; mounting sites (5) to mount integrated circuit, wherein the mounting sites 
couple with the interior surface; a pattern of interconnects (6) coupled with the interior 
surface and interconnected with the mounting sites to transmit signals between the 
integrated circuits (see figure 1); and at least one switch (16 or 12 or 13) coupled with 
the pattern of interconnects at the interior surface and exposed via the outside 
surface of the enclosure to receive input from outside of the enclosure (see figure 
2). 

Regarding claim 34, Iwata discloses the enclosure (see figure 1), further 
comprising other components coupled <1 6 or 12 or 13) with the pattern of interconnects 
via the mounting sites (see figure 1 ). 
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Regarding claim 37, Iwata discloses the enclosure (see figure 1), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) comprises a conductive paint applied directly to the 
enclosure (see figure 1), wherein the enclosure is composed of a substantially non- 
conductive plastic (see figure 2, notice the cross section hatching it resembles a plastic 
material). 

Regarding claim 38, Iwata discloses the enclosure (see figure 1), wherein the 
enclosure (see figure 2) is composed of a pliable material (see figure 2, notice the cross 
section hatching it resembles a plastic material). 

Regarding claim 39, Iwata discloses the enclosure (see figure 1 ), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) is coupled with the enclosure via at least one layer of non- 
conductive laminates (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 40, Iwata discloses the enclosure (see figure 1), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) applied to an interior surface of the enclosure comprises a 
layer of metal having portions etched away to reveal the pattern of interconnects (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 41, Iwata discloses a system (see figure 1) comprising: an 
enclosure comprising an interior surface and an outside surface (see figure 1), the 
interior surface enclosing an electronic device (see figure 1); integrated circuits; mounts 
in the enclosure to mount the integrated circuits (see figure 1), wherein the mounts 
couple with the interior surface; a pattern of interconnects (6) coupled with the interior 
surface and interconnected with the mounts to transmit signals between the integrated 
circuits (see figure 1); and at least one switch (16 or 12 or 13) coupled with the pattern 
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of interconnects (6) and exposed via the outside surface of the enclosure to receive 
input from outside of the system (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 43, Iwata discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) resides on a laminate, the laminate being adhered to the 
interior surface of the enclosure (see figure. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 44, Iwata discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) is coupled with a circuit board internal of the enclosure to 
communicatively couple the integrated circuits with other components mounted to the 
circuit board (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 53, Iwata discloses an apparatus (see figure 1) comprising: an 
enclosure comprising an interior surface to enclose a device and an outside surface 
exposed to the exterior of the enclosure (see figure 1); and the device comprising a 
mounting site (5) to mount an integrated circuit, wherein the mounting site is on the 
interior surface, and a pattern of interconnects (6) on the interior surface, wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) is coupled with the mounting site to transmit signals for the 
integrated circuit (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 54, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), further 
comprising a circuit board (see figure 1) within the enclosure and interconnected with 
the pattern of interconnects (6). 

Regarding claim 55, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), further 
comprising at least one component (16 or 12 or 13) located on the outside surface and 
coupled with the pattern of interconnects (6) directly through the enclosure (see figure 
1). 
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Regarding claim 56, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), further 
comprising the integrated circuit coupled with the mount (see figure 1 ). 

• Regarding claim 57, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), wherein the 
pattern of interconnects (6) of the device is coupled with part of the enclosure (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 58, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), wherein the 
part of the enclosure is composed of a non-conductive material (see figure 2, notice the 
cross section hatching it resembles a plastic material). 

Regarding claim 59, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), wherein the 
part of the enclosure is to insulate independent paths of the pattern of interconnects 
(see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 60,, Iwata discloses the apparatus (see figure 1), wherein the 
part of the enclosure, is a plastic (see figure 2, notice the cross section hatching it 
resembles a plastic material). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 35, 36 and 42 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 35, 36 and 42 are: 

Regarding claim 35, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations an enclosure, wherein the at least one switch 
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comprises an optical switch to toggle in response to a change in light sensed by the 
optical switch. 

Regarding claim 36, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations an enclosure, wherein the at least one switch 
comprises a pressure-sensitive switch coupled with the pattern of interconnects via one 
of the mounts. 

Regarding claim 42, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations a system comprising sensors to sense 
environmental conditions, the sensors being oriented to face the exterior of the 
enclosure. 

These limitations are found in claims 35, 36 and 42, and are neither disclosed 
nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 33-44 and 53-60 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,455 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2831 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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